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' Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b}. 
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Detailed Action 

This application is a continuation of PCT/EP02/03769, filed April 5, 2002, and 
claims benefit of foreign application DE101 17184.6, filed April 5. 2001. Claims 1-47 are 
pending in this application and subject to restriction herein. 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-16 and 46-47, drawn to a method of inhibiting nitric oxide 
synthase in a mammal comprising administering to said mammal a 
compound of formula (I), classified in class 514, subclass 300, for 
example. 

II. Claims 17-31 , drawn to a process for preparing a compound according to 
formula (I) comprising reacting a compound of formula (II) with a 
compound of formula (III), classified in class 546, subclass 121, for 
example. 

III. Claims 32-45, drawn to a process for preparing a compound according to 
formula (I) wherein the radical represents a carbonyl or sulfonyl, 
comprising reacting a precursor in which R^ represents H with a 
carboxylate, sulfonate, or activated derivative thereof, classified in class 
546, subclass 121 , for example. 
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Inventions I and II are related as process of making and process of using the 
product. The use as claimed cannot be practiced with a materially different product. 
Since there is no allowable product, restriction is proper between said method of making 
and method of using. The product claim will be examined along with the elected 
invention (MPEP § 806.05(i)). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status In the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Inventions I and III are related as process of making and process of using the 
product. The use as claimed cannot be practiced with a materially different product. 
Since there is no allowable product, restriction is proper between said method of making 
and method of using. The product claim will be examined along with the elected 
invention (MPEP § 806.05(i)). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Inventions II and III are directed to related processes. The related inventions are 
distinct If the inventions as claimed do not overlap in scope, I.e., are mutually exclusive; 
the inventions as claimed are not obvious variants; and the inventions as claimed are 
either not capable of use together or can have a materially different design, mode of 
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operation, function, or effect. See MPEP § 806.05(j). In the instant case, the inventions 
of groups II and III have a materially different mode of operation and effect. The 
process of group II operates on a compound of formula (II) while the process of group III 
operates on a compound of formula (I). The process of group II converts a monocyclic 
amine into a heterobicycle, while the process of group III attaches an electrophilic group 
to an exocyclic amine. The invention of group II is carried out under microwave 
irradiation, while the invention of group III may be carried out under non-microwave 
conditions. For these reasons the inventions of groups II and III are distinct. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric S. Olson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9051. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shaojia Anna Jiang can be reached on (571)272-0627. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,960 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1623 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 




